
Life of the Church
Does this sound familiar?  “We are a
welcoming and liberal congregation
encouraging ethical and spiritual
growth in everyone that we may live
in peace, love, and compassion.  We
embrace diversity, celebrate our con-
nections, and nurture mutual support.
Together, we will promote justice and
respect for life in our local communi-
ty and beyond.”
Some readers may not recognize
this statement; others will know that
it is the UU Church of Belfast’s
Mission.
We adopted this mission several
years ago.  In the coming year, we
will be engaging in a process of
reviewing and probably revising this
statement.  A Mission Process Team
will be formed to design and guide
this year-long process along.  Their
work will be similar in some ways to

the work accomplished by our
Ministerial Search Committee with
one major exception:  the Mission
Process will be open and transparent
and will involve every member of the
congregation.
What exactly is a Mission Statement
anyway, and why do we need one?
Rev. Robert T. Latham puts it suc-
cinctly:  “Mission is simply a state-
ment of reason for being.”  He sug-
gests that the Preamble to the
Constitution is the Mission Statement
of the American people.  Our purpos-
es are “to form a more perfect union,
establish justice, promote domestic
tranquility, provide for the common
defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity.”  That’s
big stuff! 
For UU churches, “The mission is a
carefully defined, concise, and

focused statement of what
the congregation wants to
meant to the community,
and for what it wishes to
be known.  It is a state-
ment of who you are and
what you value, and it
should be the measuring
stick for all the congrega-
tion does.”  (UUA) 
Our mission should
clearly state what sets us
apart, what makes us dif-
ferent from other church-
es and other organizations
in our community.
Together with a covenant,
it should be inspiring,
calling on us all to be our

best selves as we work together to
fulfill our purpose.  Guided by our
mission, we can then develop a
vision of where we want our church
to be in five or ten years and strategic
plans to get there.  How we work
toward our vision, in fulfillment of
our mission, will be nothing less than
a shared ministry.
So what is the Unitarian Univer -
salist Church of Belfast’s reason for
being?  Over the next year or so, we
will explore that question collectively
and individually.  By the end of that
exploration, we will have crafted a
Mission Statement to guide us
through our next few years together.
Come along!

Gold Bullion in Our Basement
Now that I have your attention, I
admit this is really about the latest
revision to our bylaws.  No, wait!
This is really important!  At the May
20th Annual Meeting, for which we
need a quorum, you’ll be asked to
approve the changes that relate to
Article 3 on membership, as suggest-
ed by the Church Council.  
The major change was to reorganize
the section to describe the four cate-
gories of membership and clarify
some confusing language.  The pro-
posed revision is printed below,
which you can compare to the current
version on our web-site.  There will
be an informational session after the
worship service on May 13 to answer
questions about the proposed bylaws
changes and the budget for next year.  
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SONG FEAST!
Save either Friday or Saturday evening, June
1 or 2, for our First Annual “Song Feast.”  Our
very own resident gourmet chef, Sue Cobb,
will be preparing a five-course dinner as a
fundraiser for our beloved church community.
It will be a splendid affair, indeed, but we're
looking for folks who have a favorite
Broadway Show tune they love to sing to
round out the entertainment between courses.
We’re particularly looking for young people for
this event (and a few OLD ones), so if you've
got a song in YOUR heart you’d be willing to
share, please, speak with either Jessie Knight
or Mackenzie Barnnart, if you’re under 22 yrs.
of age (or Lila Nation, if you’re older!)



SECTION 3.1.  Active Members
Individuals eighteen years of age or
older may become Active Members
of this church thirty days after having
signed the membership book, and
having pledged a contribution of
money and/or service to the life of
the church.   Active Members are eli-
gible to vote at congregational meet-
ings and are included in the count

ARTICLE 3. MEMBERSHIP
Membership in this Church is open
to anyone who is in sympathy with
the mission and principles of the Uni -
tarian Universalist Church of Belfast,
Maine. There are four categories of
membership:  Active Members,
Associate Members, Inactive
Members, and Former Members.

reported to the Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA).

SECTION 3.3. Associate Members.
Individuals between the ages of fif-
teen (15) and eighteen (18) may
become Associate Members, with full
voting rights, upon fulfilling the
requirements for Active Members,
but will not be included in the count
reported to the UUA.  Youth who
complete the Coming of Age pro-
gram, but who are not yet 15 years of
age, are allowed Associate Member
status.  

SECTION 3.4. Inactive Members.
Members who are voluntarily absent
from the life of the church for one
year may choose to become designat-
ed as Inactive Members.  Inactive
Members may not vote on church
matters and will not be included in
count reported to the UUA.   Inactive
Members may be reinstated as Active
Members in accordance with proce-
dures approved by the Church
Council.

SECTION 3.5. Former Members
Former Members are members who
have been removed from Active or
Inactive status, and as such may not
vote on church matters and will not
be included in the count reported to
UUA.  They include the following:
(a) Members who have submitted a
letter of termination to the Church
office, the minister, or the Church
Council.
(b) Members who have been volun-
tarily absent from the life of the
church for one year and who because
they could not be contacted by tele-
phone or other means were removed
by majority vote of the Church
Council.
(c) Members who have been
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May Sunday Services
Services are at 10:00 AM at the UU Church of Belfast, 37 Miller St., be -
hind the Belfast Free Library. Please call 338-4482 for more information.
Children, infants and new faces are always welcome.  Please join us!

APRIL 29 What Is Ministry?
with Rev. Deane Perkins

Ministry is one of those words, like worship, spirituality, religion, church
and so on, that can mean many different things to people.  What is min-
istry in a UU context?  How do we “attain fulfillment of our mission
through ministry?”
MAY 6 Divine Playfulness

with Rev. Deane Perkins
Buddhism suggests that, because of the ego, people take themselves much
too seriously.  Perhaps it is time for the Trickster to take over.
MAY 13 Gratitude

with River Sanga 
Gratitude for the UU Principles, which we all believe in and for the
sources of these principles, especially the third source, which is being
inspired by wisdom traditions both spiritually and ethically.
MAY 20 A Multi-Generational Service
Topic to be announced.
MAY 27 All That We Do – Together

with Lynne Ashley
The title for this service comes from a selection in a book of meditations
on ministry. On this day, when we mark the installation of our first settled
minister, our guest will reflect on ministry, on some of her experience, and
on the roles of lay and professionals in this work we share and through
which we aim to build the world we dream about.
JUNE 3 Applesauce

with Rev. Deane Perkins
How do we integrate our children into our church community? How do
we help and support them become who they truly are?  Sometimes, we
need to make applesauce.



removed from membership involun-
tarily for cause in accordance with
policies and procedures developed by
the Church Council.  A two-thirds
vote of the Church Council shall be
required to remove a member.
(d) Deceased members.

Now that you’ve had the forbear-
ance to read this article, you’ll be
rewarded by being informed that on
closer examination, the substance
was found to be chicken bouillon.  
Blessings,
Debbie Bailly, Council Co-chair

The Utterly Unbelievable
The Utterly Unbelievable UU Church
of Belfast Auction is kicking off on
May 1!  We have received a wide
variety of items for your bidding
pleasure...from spa services to lovely
works of art by local artisans to gift
certificates for many area businesses!
You can bid on items through the
whole month of May.  Bidding closes
at midnight on May 31st but don’t

wait to bid or you could
miss out on some great
opportunities.  You can
access the auction by typ-
ing in this address
https://www.biddingfor-
good.com/auction/
AuctionHome.action?auc
tionId=144498208 or go
to biddingforgood.com,
click on browse auctions,
select auctions from
Maine then click on the
Utterly Unbelievable
UUCB Auction. 
Spread the word...tell
your family, tell your
friends the auction is up
and running!  This is a
great way to support the

ongoing work of our church.
Any questions?  Contact Jennifer
Kirchoff, 975-1913,
jkirchoff@rsu3.org or any auction
committee member at belfastuuauc-
tion@gmail.com.

The GOOD Choir NEWS!!!
Sunday, May 20, your UU Choir will
be presenting the amazing spiritual,
“Take Me to the Water.”  There will
be plenty of singing, and swaying,
and you’ll not want to miss out as
Karen on piano, Frets on guitar, and
Mackenzie Barnhart on drums add
their talents to the fray.  The choir
will also be singing at Rev. Deane
Perkins’ Installation Service, the
afternoon of May 27, and it is work-
ing very hard to add all it can to this
special solemn, yet, joyous occasion.
Regular choir rehearsals will contin-
ue on Thursdays at 7:00 PM through
June 14.  For more information con-
tact Lila Nation, Music Director,
338-5002.
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WHO’S WHO &
WHO TO CALL

Minister
Rev. Deane Perkins 338-4482

minister@uubelfast.org
Administrative Assistant 
Maret Knight 338-4482

Email:  office@uubelfast.org
office hrs: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30-12:30
Church Council 
Debbie Bailly 338-4143
Rick Davis 930-3562

LifeSpan Education
Sue Coe 691-5153

Children’s Religious Exploration
Danielle Bannister 342-2096

Music
Lila Nation 338-5002

Finances
Roger Lee (treas) 338-6837

Sunday Services
Jeffrey Mabee 338-4408
Dan Kirchoff 975-4134

Membership Chair
Diane Braybrook 338-0609

Social Action
Stephen Allen 338-0613

Congregational Life
Chip Curry 930-3590

Green Sanctuary
Jasmine Fowler 342-3260
Corliss Davis 930-3562

Buddhist Sangha
Judith Simpson 338-0579 

Caring Circle
Ezra Kreamer 338-0129

Welcoming Congregation
Patty Smith 338-5802

Sound Coordinator
Cary Bradford 338-8448

Hospitality
Chris LeGore 589-4421

Greeters
Marty Daniels 338-0129
Newsletter
Douglas M. Coffin 567-3707

To change address, tel. no., email, news -
letter status, or to subscribe to the UUBB
or UUCC, email office@uubelfast.org  

MAY VOLUNTEERS
GREETERS

May 6 Ezra Kreamer & Ivy Lobato
May 13 Jacqui Lee & Gina Cressey
May 20 Joan Bennett & Jane Moffitt
May 27 Judith Simpson & Anna Wood-Cox

HOSPITALITY
May 6 Mayme Trumble & Lynn Walauski
May 13 Anna Wood-Cox & Meredith Burgess
May 20 Molly Lebel & Michael Sheperd
May 27 Marty Daniels & Cathy Min

HANNAFORD
May 6 Jane Dopheide & Anna Wood-Cox
May 13 Mayme Trumble & Chris LeGore
May 20 Anna Wood-Cox & Marilyn Petit
May 27 Susan Coe & Corliss Davis



Social Action
Committee
Thank you to everyone
who donated to the
Special Collection Plate
for the Game Loft.  We
were able to send them a
check for $531.26. They
sent a thank you note to
the Committee in which
they said,” The congre-
gation has helped reduce
hunger in a very mean-
ingful way.”

INSTALLATION 
CELEBRATION for Rev.

Deane Perkins
3:30 PM SUNDAY 
MAY 27, 2012

At the 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Belfast

Reception to follow at “The Boathouse”
All members and friends 

are encouraged to join in this exciting celebration!

CHECK UUBB/NEWS FOR WAYS TO HELP.
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UUBELFAST
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Belfast

PO Box 452, Belfast, Maine 04915

UUA PRINCIPLES
We gather together to affirm and promote: 
1.  The inherent worth and dignity of every person.
2.  Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations.
3.  Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritu-
al growth. 

4.  A free and responsible search for truth and meaning.
5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic
process within our congregations and in society at large. 

6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty and jus-
tice for all. 

7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part. 

Save the Date: 

Installation Celebration

Sunday, May 27


