
will be holding a special cottage
meeting for our YRUU’s in the
near future. 
During the month of June, the
Mis sion Team will be collating do -
zens of pages of input and identify-
ing major themes.  We hope to
share these themes with the congre-
gation as we prepare to create a
draft mission during the summer
months.  Our goal is to present a
first draft to the congregation in
September, with opportunities for
all to comment.
We anticipate needing at least two
rounds of drafting and commenting
in order to ensure that the mission
speaks for everyone.  It will require
patience and profound, respectful
listening – an opportunity to prac-
tice our new covenant! 
Thank you to everyone who has
generously given their time and en -
ergy to the process.  We look for-
ward to reading many more good
thoughts through the surveys and
the YRUU meeting. 
The Mission Team:  Kathy Muzzy,
Wendy Watkins, Liz Fitzsimmons,

Chris LeGore, Chris Goosman,
Judith Simpson

Life of the Church
Rick Davis
Being a Co-chair brings unexpected
rewards.  Yes, it requires a commit-
ment of time and work, and it occa-
sionally adds stress to your life.
On the other side of the equation,
however, are the joys of working
with a dedicated group of fellow

From the Mission Team: 
Creating a mission for UUCB is
one of the church’s most important
tasks for 2013.  It is our goal that a
new, well-crafted mission will
accomplish all of the following:

• Inspire and engage each individ-
ual member,
• Identify who we are as a collec-
tive body,
• Reflect our common culture and
values,
• Provide a compass to guide
church leadership,
• Send a strong statement to the
community telling them what
we’re about, and
• Call the membership to action.

The Mission Team is pleased that
45-50 individuals have been
thoughtful and often passionate
participants in the several cottage
meetings that have been held over
the past two months.   Using the
metaphor of a church choir, we
have elicited people’s input through
a variety of voices (perspectives)
with the goal of creating a mission
that truly sings.
Because it is critical to have input
from as many members and friends
as possible, we will soon be send-
ing a link to an online survey via
the UUNEWS listserv.  If you have
not yet given us your input, please
take a few minutes to complete this
short survey.  Your input matters to
us. Because we realize that it is
equally important to include the
vision and passion of our teens, we

UUs and the satisfaction that comes
from making a difference in the life
of the church.  Serving as a Co-
chair is an opportunity to step back
and consider what is best for the
long-term interests of the church as
a whole.  It is truly an act of faith
and love.
The first year as Co-chair is a
learning year.  You participate in
Church Council and Program
Coun cil meetings, observing the
senior Co-chair and learning about
your role and about the issues fac-
ing the church.  At the beginning of
the second year, you try on new re -
sponsibilities.  It took me several
months before I felt comfortable in
that role. 
In your last few months as Co-
chair, you suddenly realize that
time is running out.  You may have
major projects in mind, projects
you know you can’t complete in
what is left of your term of office.
You are speeding along when you
see the end of the road ahead and
beyond that the dark woods of
Oblivion. 
From the minister’s perspective,
the scene is not much prettier.  Of
necessity, he or she must work very
closely with the church leaders,
especially the Co-chairs.  It takes
awhile to get to know us well and
to establish an effective working
relationship with each.  But after
only two years, that Co-chair is
gone, replaced by a new person
requiring the same get acquainted
process.
These are some of the reasons
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one year as President Elect, then a
year as President, and then stay on
the Church Council for one more
year as Past President.  That third
year will give the President the
opportunity to continue contribut-
ing to the welfare of the church and
will allow him or her to complete

why the Church Council is recom-
mending extending the Co-chairs’
term of office from two years to
three years.  Along with changing
the term of office, the Council is
also proposing to change the title
from Co-chair to President.  The
elected President will first serve

initiatives or special projects that
could not be finished within the old
two-year time frame. 
These recommendations, plus the
recommendation to create a Com -
mittee on Ministry (COM), require
changes in the church Bylaws.  A
congregational meeting to vote on
those changes has been scheduled
to begin at 11:30 AM on May 5.  If
you are a member of the church,
please plan to attend that meeting
and cast your vote.
And if you’re considering taking
advantage of the opportunity to
experience some of the unanticipat-
ed rewards of being a church
leader, please contact a member of
the Nominating Committee – Ezra
Kreamer, Jacqui Lee, or Patty
Smith.  They’ll be glad to hear
from you!

Safe and Secure
If you are leaving the church build-
ing, and think you might be the last
person out, please make sure both
the front and SIDE doors are
locked. 

TheSocial Action Commit tee
announces that Stephen Allen,
Chairperson, has resigned from the
Committee.  Stephen, whose wife,
Neva, has a long-term, increasingly
debilitating disease, is her sole
caregiver and is finding that it is
taking more of his time and energy
necessitating his resignation from
the Committee.  He will be sorely
missed.  Stephen brought to the
work of the Social Action Com -
mittee his talent as a journalist as
well as a writer of fiction and travel
books.  He was a diligent Chairper -
son with many fine ideas on how to
make Social Action in our church
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May Sunday Services
Services start at 10:00 AM at the UU Church of Belfast, 37 Miller St., be -
hind the Belfast Free Library. Please call 338-4482 for more information.
Children, infants and new faces are always welcome.  Please join us!

May 5 Rev. Deane Perkins
May 12                 to be announced
May 19                Minding the Gap

given by Eva Thompson
Calling upon Parker Palmer’s article in The Sun magazine where he
describes “The Tragic Gap,” we look further at what is (or is not)
“tragic” about it, whether or not it’s a problem for us as UUs to be
stuck in there. (Rev. Eva Thompson is an interfaith Community
Minister and a friend of UUCB who has been attending sporadically
for about three years.)
May 26                The Uke Within: It’s All Good

given by Frets Halligan
Music has been always been a part of my life since I can remember.
My sermon’s content will describe my connections with music and how
Unitarian Universalism helped me discover another level; a level of
transformation. This will be a joyful celebration of voices and instru-
ments!

NOTE:  Ukulele: Try It!  -  Saturday, May 25 - Workshop for
UUCB members and friends led by Frets Halligan

This event is really in TWO independent parts. They are not prerequi-
sites. The first part is the film, The Mighty Uke, an enjoyable look at
the story of the ukulele and how its popularity has grown to new

heights around the world.  Two reasons for the popularity is simplicity
and fun! 

Part two of this workshop is a hands-on introduction to playing the
ukulele. There will be loaners available. Yes, you will walk out of the
event playing a tune! If you’re willing to share the following day,

you’ll have an opportunity to show the congregation how easy it is to
learn. Only if you are willing: no pressure, as always!

The workshop is for UUCB members and their friends with no charge.
This will be an afternoon workshop at church. More details will follow

in a UUBB closer to the date. Mark your calendars!
June 2 Rev. Deane Perkins



always sings, and
because your Music
Director and Assistant
Music Director got
legally married on the
3rd weekend in April,
the Sundays when the

choir sang were a little unpredict -
able during these two months, but
we’re back on our regular schedule
of 1st and 3rd Sundays during May
and June.
We’ve had several regular choir
members out during this season,
but we also have three new mem-
bers whom we’re so glad to wel-
come to our wonderful singing
group.  If you’re wondering what it
would be like to sing in harmony
with thirty plus UUs who love to
sing, please, join us on Thursday
evenings at 7:00 PM for rehearsals,
and give it a try.  You don’t need to
audition; just show up!
Our Childrens’ and Youth Choirs
are making great progress!  You
can expect to hear from them at the
Sunday service May 26, and, per-
haps, in June as well.  These two
choirs rehearse from 11:30 – 12:15
PM,  on the same Sundays as the
Adult Choir sings, and all are wel-
come.
Yours in harmony,

Lila Nation, Music Director
338-5002

Green Sanctuary 
•  The Green Sanctuary committee
hosted a lovely service (if I may
say so myself!) in honor of Earth
Day.  Frank Mundo of Window
Dressers and the Rockland UU
Church gave a touching sermon on
what has called him to act on his
moral responsibility to our planet.
We hope you enjoyed it as much as
we did.  

relevant to the times in which we
live, and the seven principles of
Unitarian Universalism the inspira-
tion for the projects undertaken by
the Committee on behalf of the
congregation.
The Social Action Committee is
seeking more members to carry on
the work which has been articulat-
ed by the congregation in surveys
taken in the past by the Committee.
Our Social Action Bulletin Board
in the Hospitality Room at church
has a list titled SOSAC showing  a
number of projects to be undertak-
en and also encourages those inter-
ested in Social Action work to
bring other ideas to the Social
Action Committee.  If you are
interested in joining in the work of
the committee, please sign up on
the list provided on that Bulletin
Board in the Hospitality Room.

Cathy Mink for the Social Action
Committee 

Sounds of Spring
If you didn’t get a chance to enjoy
it, the 3rd Annual Multi-Choir Fes -
tival in Bangor was a huge success,
with twenty-two of our choir mem-
bers present, plus sixteen non-choir
members of our congregation in the
cheering section!  Though our choir
is the largest of those participating,
it is always such a joy to be singing
with three or four other choirs, and
when we all join together, it is truly
amazing!
Because Easter came on the last
Sunday of March, when the choir
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WHO’S WHO &
WHO TO CALL

Minister
Rev. Deane Perkins 338-4482

minister@uubelfast.org
Administrative Assistant 
Maret Knight 338-4482

Email:  office@uubelfast.org
office hrs: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30-12:30
Church Council 
Jane Dopheide 338-1730
Rick Davis 930-3562

LifeSpan Education
Sue Coe 691-5153

Children’s Religious Exploration
Danielle Bannister 342-2096

Music
Lila Nation 338-5002

Finances
Roger Lee (treas) 338-6837

Sunday Services
Jessie Gower 525-4427

Membership Chair
Corliss Davis 930-3562

Social Action
Cathy Mink 338-4920

Congregational Life
Chip Curry 930-3590

Green Sanctuary
Jasmine Fowler 342-3260
Corliss Davis 930-3562

Buddhist Sangha
Judith Simpson 338-0579 

Caring Circle
Ezra Kreamer 338-0129

Welcoming Congregation
Patty Smith 338-5802

Sound Coordinator
Cary Bradford 338-8448

Hospitality
Chris LeGore 589-4421

Nominating Committee chair
Ezra Kraemer 338-0129

Endowment Committee
D Andrews

Greeters
Marty Daniels 338-0129
Newsletter
Douglas M. Coffin 567-3707

To change address, tel. no., email, news -
letter status, or to subscribe to the UUBB
or UUCC, email office@uubelfast.org  

Greeting in April
May 5 Marion Brown & Cheryl Richardson
May 12 Patty & Macy Barnhart & Su Wood
May 19 Ezra Kreamer & Joan Bennett
May 26 Mayme Trumble & Ivy Lobato



•  Our committee is spearheading a
project that will bring the Window
Dressers program to the wider Bel -
fast community.  The project seeks
to incorporate local social service
agencies with the goal of providing
residents in our area with afford-
able, energy and money saving
window inserts.  Our goal is to put
together a large scale community
build for next fall, with perhaps
more to follow.  If you are interest-
ed in participating in this project
please contact our committee co-
chairs, either Jasmine Fowler or
Corliss Davis.  
•  We have ordered a new, easy-to-
use compost bin for the side yard.
Our committee, along with Patty
Heath, Sexton, will maintain the
outdoor compost bin.  Please do
your part and put non-meat food
scraps into the green compost pail
in the kitchen.  Protocol for empty-
ing the green pail outdoors will be
established when the compost bin
has been installed later next month.
Stay tuned.  
•  We are looking forward to con-
ducting a "green review" of the
church this summer, with the hopes
of spiffing up and simplifying our
recycling system, seeking out alter-
natives to paper products currently
being used, and reviewing cleaning
products, light bulbs and other
items in the church to see if we are
being as ecologically responsible as
we can be.  
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Dear Friends,
I had a dream this past week that I was at a conference where I
learned about a theology that would explain the kind of violence in
Boston and tragedy in Texas.  I was excited initially, only to realize
that there was no substance—there was nothing actually—to this theol-
ogy.  It was vacuous and meaningless, just like the inhumanity perpe-
trated by hate and fear.
We Unitarian Universalists do not have a theology justifying violence
and evil or explaining tragedy and suffering.  We do not say that “it is
God’s will,” or “it is one’s karma,” or “we must nevertheless accept the
mystery beyond our own comprehension,” and so on.  We do not find
any meaning in violence and tragedy.
When I awoke from my dream, I had a different image.  I saw our
youth working with the small children at Mano en Mano.  I saw them
all playing together having fun, learning something about one another’s
culture, and always connecting with one another.  
We make connections.  We see injustice and work in the world with
others.  We strive to be healers.  We see the suffering and we try our
utmost to alleviate it, not add to it.  We know that violence can be
thwarted only through understanding, compassion, and meaningful
connections.  If we had a theology, I think it would have something to
do with right relations, radical hospitality, love, empathy, and intercon-
nectedness.
Fondly,
Deane

Minister’s Report 


