
had the thrill of
soaring above a
river of song. It is
life-giving to
share a hug with a
friend who has
just lost a loved
one, and it is life-
giving to do
mean  ingful work
among like-mind-
ed friends, whe -
ther building win-
dow inserts, sort-
ing clothes or im -
plementing new
programs.
The life-giving

I’ve received af -
fects every aspect
of my life.  At
church I get to practice being a
member of a community of people
who care about each other and the
world.  As a teacher, I have learned
to be sensitive to my math stu-
dents’ whole self – not just the
intellect that might (or might not)
understand what a “variable” is.  I

am enjoying my
teaching so much
more than 20
years ago!  And
when I’m feeling
impatient or intol-
erant, I try to re -
member to focus
on the “inherent
worth and digni-
ty” of all people.  

Life of the Church
On April 22nd I was invited to
attend, with my current mentee, a
class for training new mentors for
the men at the Reentry Center of
the MidCoast.  In addressing the
trainees, I found myself sharing
how inspired I was by my mentee’s
gritty determination to forge a new
life.  It was wonderful to be able to
say this with him sitting beside me,
and to realize what a gift it is to
take part in his journey at this criti-
cal point in his life.
I would not have been part of this

program if it hadn’t been for this
church and our role in giving birth
to the Restorative Justice Project.  
That got me thinking about other

“life-giving” experiences that I’ve
had since signing the membership
book twenty years ago.  So, for this
month, I’m calling this the “Life-
Giving of the Church” column.
For ‘life-giving” is what this

church has been for me.  It is life-
giving to have the opportunity to
play the flute with the best choir in
the county.  Nowhere else have I

I’ve got a lot more work to do, but
I know that being part of this com-
munity has helped me be a better
person, and live a fuller, more
meaningful life.  Reading about the
new members of our church (page
3), I hope that they will find our
congregation to be as life-giving as
I have.  
Chris LeGore
President-Elect

Fundraising committee
The 3rd annual UUCB online auc-
tion takes place May 1 through
May 31st at biddingforgood.com.
This is the last major fundraiser for
the year and we hope to make this
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WE ARE a vibrant, inter-generational faith community, inspired by thought and
spirit and grounded in love.  Our mission is to honor differences and to foster

peace, justice, and sustainability in ourselves and in our world.  

All-service choir May 18
Our wonderful UU Choir will be pre-

senting an all-choir service.  Singing is
what these folks love to do, and they
have chosen some of their favorite

anthems for you.  There will be hymns
for you to sing as well, so come be part

of this glorious celebration of song.

Annual Meeting
SUNDAY-MAY 18

11:30-1:00

Vote on Slate of Nominations
Vote on Budget
Vote on following By-Law change

SECTION 3.1.  Active Members
Individ uals eighteen years of age or older
may become Active Members of this
church UPON SIGNING the membership
book, and PLEDGING a contribution of
money and/or service to the life of the
church.  Active Mem bers are eligible to
vote at congregational meetings and are
included in the count reported to the
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).



be very similar to a regular service,
e.g., announcements, our sacred
chalice lighting, and the offertory,
but instead of a homily, there will
be songs, songs, songs! You will
get to sing some hymns throughout
the service, too, and all related to
SINGING!  Please join us as we
lift our hearts and voices in some
of our favorite anthems.
Sunday, May 4, we will be pre-

senting the incredibly stirring, new
anthem, “We Rise Again.”  We
sang this song at
the Multi-Choir
Festival back in
March, and had
the congregation
on its feet.  You
might enjoy a lit-
tle history about
how we came to
be singing this
song this year.
Three years ago at

one the biggest yet! Help with soli -
citations to local businesses and
personal donations is much appre-
ciated. If not, you can always shop!
Items range from $20 to $1,500,
from household items, services,
travel packages, dine-arounds, gift
cards, and more. Tell your friends
and family and, most importantly,
have fun!
Meredith Burgess,
Auction Committee 

Now Let Us Sing!!! 
Several years ago, the choir gave
an all-choir service, and we will be
doing it again this year!  Sunday,
May 18, is the date, so mark your
calendars.  Your UU Choir will be
singing throughout the service, but
not to worry; you will be invited to
sing as well beginning with the
processional, “Siyahamba.”  The
general format of the service will

a UU Musicians’ Conference, the
combined choir (that’s approxi-
mately 100 sopranos, 100 altos,
fifty basses, and fifty tenors!) sang
“We Rise Again,” at the closing
service, and I fell completely in
love with it.  I purchased the work
that summer as soon as I returned
from the conference, but set it
aside: for some reason, it just didn’t
feel like the time to be tackling
such a difficult piece of music.  At
the beginning of this year, Rev.
Deane told me that he had heard
this magnificent anthem entitled
“We Rise Again,” and would I con-
sider purchasing it for our choir to
sing.  You can probably imagine
how thrilled I was to be able to tell
him, “Not only will I purchase it, I
already have!!!”  A religion for our
time --music for our time.
Lila Nation
Music Director, 338-5002 

Effortless Contributions to
UU Church of Belfast
For anyone who shops at Hanna -
ford, buying a $50, $100 or $200
“gift” card through the church is a
nearly effortless way to add to the
church’s general fund.
The card holder receives its full

value toward grocery or pharmacy
purchases, but Hannaford gives the
church $5 for every $100 worth of
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May Sunday Services
Services start at 10:00 AM at the UU Church of Belfast, 37 Miller St., be -
hind the Belfast Free Library. Please call 338-4482 for more information.

Children, infants and new faces are always welcome.  Please join us!

MAY 4 Rev. Deane Perkins will speak

MAY 11 Mother’s Day—“Parenting for Peace—Teaching Our 
Children to be Peacemakers in a World of Bullies”

given by Mandi Thomas
The service will explore different types of parenting, the idea that it
takes a village to raise a child, and will highlight different peace initia-
tives throughout the world that were created by children.

MAY 18 Rev. Deane Perkins will speak

MAY 25 UUA: Unitarian Universalist Apologist
given by Ian Howard

Apologists are defenders of their faith.  They traditionally explain and
justify the value and strength of their faith tradition against others.
UUs are apologists by need and disposition but perhaps we should be
embracers and proselytizers instead by looking to our sources for
inspiration.

Notions of God and Love in Rumi’s Poetry
Tuesday, May 27  •  6:00–8:00 PM

BELFAST FREE LIBRARY
A presentation and discussion by Michael

Craig Hillmann, Professor of Persian (Univ. of
Texas), who specializes in Persian and English

poetry and Persian art
Co-sponsored by the UU Church of Belfast and the

Belfast Free Library.
Contact:  Linda Buckmaster, lsbuck1@gmail.com



cards we buy.
Those five-dollar bills add up. At

present, 27 of the 41 households
listed in our membership directory
buy Hannaford cards.  A very de -
voted core group of members pur-
chase cards nearly every week, oth-
ers only occasionally.  On average,
the income generated by Hannaford
sales has earned the church an extra
$ 3,000-4,000 each ººyear.
As we heard in one memorable

stewardship campaign testimonial,
every contribution is a “vote” for
and an investment in our church’s
future. 
If more congregational households

used Hannaford cards to buy gro-
ceries and prescriptions, this single
fundraiser could much more signif-
icantly add to our general fund.
Please consider joining in this valu-
able church fundraiser.
We continue to sell the cards

weekly after church services, for
about half-an-hour, in the hospitali-
ty room. 
Thank you.
Contact:  Kathy Kreamer, kream-

ers@myfairpoint.net  or 338-9513

FEATURED
New member biographies
Just what you need to know when
you meet these newer, interesting
people at UU Belfast: 

WELCOME
Welcome to these new UUs, both
full members and associates.  On a
lovely spring Sunday seven people
were welcomed into full Member -
ship and seven youth became
Associate Members.  We welcome
Rebecca Jessup, Jacqueline Maines,
Martha Burke, Bob Harbour, and
Irene Dassler Moehs and Deane
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WHO’S WHO
Minister
Rev. Deane Perkins 338-4482

minister@uubelfast.org

Administrative Assistant 
Maret Knight 338-4482

Email:  office@uubelfast.org
office hrs: Mon. & Thurs. 8:30-12:30

Church Council 
Jane Dopheide 338-1730
Chris LeGore 589-4421

LifeSpan Education
Susan Coe 691-5153

Children’s Religious Exploration
Danielle Bannister 505-5383

Music
Lila Nation 338-5002

Finances
Roger Lee (treas) 338-6837

Sunday Services
Jessie Gower 525-4427

Membership Chair
Marje Stickler 338-5059

Social Action
Cathy Mink 338-4920

Congregational Life
Chip Curry 930-3590

Green Sanctuary
Jasmine Fowler 342-3260
Corliss Davis 930-3562

Buddhist Sangha
Judith Simpson 338-0579 

Caring Circle
Patty Smith 338-5802

Safe Congregation
Tera Kennedy 342-5470

Stewardship Committee Chair
Scott Denman 342-4246

LGBT Welcoming Congregation
Patty Smith 338-5802

Sound Coordinator
Cary Bradford 338-8448

Hospitality Cheryl & 
Arthur Richardson 342-4649

Nominating Committee chair
-

Endowment Committee
Margie Shannon 218-4033

Greeters
Marty Daniels 338-0129
Newsletter
Douglas M. Coffin 567-3707

To change address, tel. no., email, news -
letter status, or to subscribe to the UUBB

or UUCC, email office@uubelfast.org  

Perkins.  Tara  Butler received her
certificate as she was not able to
come to the last new member
Sunday.  
Associate Members were Avery

Kramer, Soren Moesswilde, Emma
Moesswilde, Max Howard, Emma
Bowe, Rowan Walauski, and
Qwynn Walauski.  As each signed
the Membership Book they each
received a chalice pin, certificate
signed by Rev. Deane Perkins and
Jane Dopheide, chair of the Church
Council, and a UU booklet and
flowers.  
Many thanks to Ian Howard who

ran the “New to UU Class,” Marty
Daniels and Teresa Perkins who
gave assistance, to Patty Heath
Membership and Deane for all that
went into this.  Other interested
people took the class and we hope
they continue in  community with
us.  We appreciate each and every
person.  Thanks to Mandi Thomas
for her wonderful cake.  It was a
warm celebration.  
For Membership, Marje Stickler

Two newer members of our UU
Belfast Church Community are
Beth Whitman and her father,
Arthur Whitman, who attend
services regularly.  Beth has recent-
ly joined the Membership

AMAZON BOOK SALES

Bring in books at any time
to church and they will be

sold on Amazon.
All proceeds go to the

UUCB!
Meredith Burgess & Andrea Butler 

Fundraising Committee



Committee.  Here are Beth’s com-
ments about her father and herself:

Arthur, originally from Melrose
Massachusetts, as a young man
went to work in Turkey and spent
the next 25 in Turkey and Lebanon
working first for Robert College,
then as Treasurer of the UCC
Mission Schools and Hospitals, and
then on to Lebanon as the Director
of Development for the American
University of Beirut.  
Upon returning to the USA,

Arthur settled in his family home-
stead in Auburn Maine and became
involved in all things Maine, serv -
ing as Executive Director for the
World Affairs Council of Maine
and then the Maine Organic Farm -
ers and Growers Association.  He
also worked for many years as the
editor of the monthly newsletter for
Community Concepts (a CAP
agency in the Auburn area).  He
was involved for many years in the
founding chapter of Veteran’s for
Peace, and could often be found at
social justice demonstrations and
events.  He has slowed down some-
what since his stroke in 2008, but
still maintains the twinkle in his
eye and will likely have a quip for
any occasion.

Beth grew up in Turkey and Leb -
anon and spent her young adult-
hood in California where she spent
20 years working for the California
Conservation Corps and the
National Park and Forest Service.
When she returned to Maine she

ran a  small sheep dairy and cream-
ery, but gave that up when her par-
ents moved in with her and she
took on the full time care of her
mother Marianne who was moving
into the middle stages of Alzheim -
er’s.  Beth began to write a blog

about that experience that can be
found at
www.incareofdad.com/blog/catego-
ry/a-daughters-journal.
Always interested in community

and community living, Beth came
to Belfast to be part of Belfast  Co-
Housing.

Meet Our Newest Belfast UUs
Tara (pronounced Tah-ra, not Tare-
a) Butler originally hails from
Minnesota.  After graduating from
Bates College, she decided Minne -
sota was no longer for her and has
been in Maine since 1985.  More
recently, Tara moved to Belfast,
partly because she has family in the
Belfast area.  Tara was raised by
her stepmother in a UU church, but
she drifted away.  When she moved
to Belfast, she began attending the
UUCB as a way to meet people,
and eventually joined in 2013.  For

Tara, coming to the UUCB has
been like “coming home.”  She
feels that the UUCB is filled with
“right-minded people” who are
open and tolerant, cheerful, outgo-
ing, are involved in important
issues and are dedicated to commu-
nity.  Tara is an avid gardener,
loves the woods, is a friend to all
animals and especially loves bird-
watching.  She also happens to
have a great sense of humor!
Currently Tara spends some of her
time maintaining a camp that has
been in her family for generations.
She is also a dependable pet-sitter
and house-watcher for people who
need a little vacation.  Say hello to
Tara and introduce yourself when
you see her at church.  

Wendy and John Krueger joined
the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Belfast for the second time last
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I very much enjoyed the Congregational Conversation we had a
few of weeks ago regarding Joys and Sorrows.  It was good to see
how much this aspect of Worship meant to people, how it was seen
as something truly spiritual by connecting to one’s deeper self as
well as to other people, and how important boundaries were in order
to make this something sacred.  It felt to me as though we were initi-
ating a covenant specifically for Joys and Sorrows.  
I know that this whole issue has raised other questions as well, such

as “who or what group has the authority to do what?” The UUA
Commission on Appraisal spent three years examining the very sub-
ject of “authority” in our churches, and has recently published its
findings.  As congregations grow, the question of authority can often
become more complicated.  But it is always helpful for a church to
examine itself in terms of authority regardless of its size by dis-
cussing the meaning of “the democratic process,” “shared ministry,”
and so on.
I expect, and hope, that we will have many more Congregational

Conversations on all sorts of topics.  These are, to me, an invaluable
part of what makes community—the chance to speak, to be heard,
and to listen to one another because we care.
Fondly,  Deane

Minister’s Report 



spring!
They were members of the UUCB

for a short time when the church
was still “homeless” some 15 years
ago.  They also attended the Rock -
 land UU church for a time.  How -
ever, Wendy worked as a teacher
and they lived in Liberty.  She
found it hard to give up half of her
short weekends to church.
Wendy grew up in the suburbs of

Chicago and attended temple as a
child.  She moved to Maine with

John in 1974 as part of the “back to
the land” movement and settled in
Liberty.  ºShe retired from the
Belfast school system two years
ago and decided to come back to
the UUCB.
Wendy and John were attracted to

the UU faith because there is no
dogma and because our church cel-
ebrates nature and advocates taking
responsibility for the state of the
world around us.  They love the
music and enjoy the sermons.

They like engaging intellectually
with the other members of the
church and exploring new ideas.
Wendy is enjoying the freedom

that retirement has brought.  She
and John have moved into town
and Wendy has joined the Garden
Club.  Last fall she worked on the
Solstice Committee with Jen
Kirchoff and looks forward to actu-
ally presenting a Solstice celebra-
tion next year!  
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