
The End in Sight!
By Sarah Nicholson
It moved me right to tears to stand
with members of the choir in our
new sanctuary with members of our
congregation gathered around...five
years of labor and meetings and
planning and starting over and lots
and lots of love and trust.  And here
we are with the end in sight, a serv-
ice planned for June 11th with our
sister collaborative ministry congre-
gations, Helping Hands School mov-
ing in...and A LOT to accomplish
between now and then.  
Our unbelievably fabulous contrac-
tor is working away and their parts
are falling into place, but we have
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WE ARE A VIBRANT, inter-generational faith community, inspired by thought
and spirit and grounded in love.  Our mission is to honor differences and to 

foster peace, justice, and sustainability in ourselves and in our world.  

“Building...all ways”
Kickoff a Success!
By Chris LeGore
The excitement was palpable as
more than 75 people toured our UU
home on Miller Street.  People en -
tered full of curiosity and left with
huge smiles on their faces, knowing
that our new space will be truly
beautiful.  A group of about 10 choir
members, under Steve Weston’s dir -
ection, sounded like 50 in the new,
acoustically nimble space.  Both
singers and listeners were in awe!
Our “Building…all ways” cam-
paign is going well with $64,000 in
pledges as of April 20th.  We have a
long way to go, though, and hope to
hear from our remaining members
and friends as soon as possible.  Be -
cause anticipated expenses for next
year are fairly substantial (bringing
staff salaries to UUA standards, sup-
porting one-third of a shared intern
and re-budgeting for utility bills), we
hope people will consider increasing
their pledges by 5 to 10%. 
It has been inspiring to see the
num  ber of new people who have
found us this year, even though we
have been in a temporary home at
the East Belfast School.  Our UU
faith brings hope and compassion to
this world.  Your support for this
faith community means everything.
Chris LeGore and the
“Building...all ways” Stewardship
Team

tasks for which we are responsible,
and some of them need to be getting
done in the next several weeks so we
can have that service and can wel-
come Helping Hands in.  Are you
willing to pitch in?
Painting the walls in the downstairs
rooms will be starting around May
1st.  Jan Anderson is heading up the
crew for the offices, meeting room,
kitchen and hall, and we are looking
for another painting manager for the
RE spaces.  We are also looking for
painters.  Are you experienced, care-
ful, handy with a brush and/or roller?
Do you like giving guidance and
planning a crew, as well as being
experienced, careful and handy with

Friends share their visions of the new sanctuary space.
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everyone to contribute over the next
several months, and we want them to
be able to have jobs they feel capable
of that will bring satisfaction, not
frustration.  We promise there will be
jobs for everyone as we go along, so
please think about where your best
skills are and how we can utilize
them.  We need everyone, and for
now we need painters, carpenters,
and folks who can clean from a lad-
der or scaffold.  If you have ques-
tions, please ask.  If this is your
moment and you want to volunteer
for this round, please contact Marty
or me.  And thank you all, everyone!  

Our plan is to do the dry cleaning
and some essential plaster stabilizing
prior to the June 11th service and
launch on the wall patching and
painting later in the summer.  We
may also do a similar dry cleaning of
the beautiful tin ceiling too. Let us
knowif heights aren’t a problem.
This is only our second major call
for volunteers; the first being the
floor/nail removal squad back on
Labor Day (remember how amazing
that was?).  This new call is for folks
who have solid home repair skills,
are able-bodied, and willing to work
hard (and have fun!).  We do want

painting tools?  Maybe you’d be
willing to head up the RE team!  Let
Marty Daniels or me know if you
want to help with the painting.
And if painting isn’t your thing,
how about carpentry?  We have some
trim work that we’re planning in the
sanctuary, and we may need some
skilled folks to help reassemble the
kitchen and work on the entrance
stairs. What about sweeping and vac-
uuming?  The walls in the sanctuary
are going to need a careful and thor-
ough “dry” cleaning before we can
evaluate their condition, patch plas-
ter and paint.  

UUCB members attend advo-
cacy days in Augusta
On March 27 and 28, Eileen Wolper,
Corliss Davis, and Rick Davis were
part of a crowd of some 120 church
and synagogue members from
around Maine who participated in
the Maine Council of Churches’
2017 Maine Interfaith Advocacy
Days.  The event was co-sponsored
by several individual faith groups
including MUUSAN – the Maine
Unitarian-Universalist State Advo -
cacy Network.
After an opening worship service
and keynote address on the 27th, we
could choose two of four workshops:
Hunger, Homelessness, Health Care,
or Climate Justice.  Each workshop
included a panel representing faith-
based and advocacy organizations.
The importance of people of faith
speaking out and no longer being
silent was emphasized often.  Much
of the focus was on Governor Le -
Page’s just-released budget and the
need for a more humane approach.
On Tuesday, the 28th, the newly
energized advocates gathered in the

cafeteria at the Cross Office
Building.  We were escorted through
a tunnel into the State House and
brought up to the hallway between
the Maine Senate and House cham-
bers.  There, we were on our own to
snag our legislators as they headed
into session and to urge them to sup-
port the issues we had learned about
the day before.
We were also delighted to see
UUCB member Patty Barnhart’s
daughter Mackenzie in the hall out-
side of the House chamber. She was
shadowing a legislator as part of a
three-month internship in Augusta.
After our group sat for a time in the
balcony overlooking the House floor,
Mackenzie was able to explain what
was going on – including the vigor-
ous banging of the gavel by the
House Speaker!
Please feel free to talk to any of us
if you’d like more details about the
issues.   
Lastly, here is the benediction from
the worship service we attended on
the 27th.  It is from the Franciscan
tradition based on the teachings of

St. Francis of Assissi.
May God bless you with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and
superficial relationships
So that we may live deep within our
hearts.
May God bless you with anger at
injustice, oppression and exploitation
of people
So that we may work for justice,
freedom and peace.
May God bless you with tears to
shed for those who suffer pain, rejec-
tion, starvation and war

– Corliss, Rick, and Eileen.

Get ready for the UUCB
Clothing Sale, May 5 & 6!
Mark your calendars for the UUCB
Clothing Sale, Friday and Saturday,
May 5 and 6, in the Fellowship Hall
of the First Church in Belfast.  The
sale will be open from 3:00-6:00 PM
on Friday, then from 9:00 AM to
2:00 PM on Saturday. Don’t miss the
bag sale from 1:00-2:00 PM on
Saturday to pick up some great items
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Minister
Rev. Deane Perkins 338-4482

minister@uubelfast.org
[On sabbatical until mid-April 2017]

Administrative Assistant 
Maret Knight 338-4482

Email:  office@uubelfast.org
office hrs: Mon. & Thurs. 9:00-1:00

[To change address and contact informa-
tion or manage subscriptions to UUBB,

UUNews, UU Caring Circle.]
Ministerial Intern
Lane Fisher lanefisher@gwi.net 338-1008

[Pastoral care]
Church Council 
President, Marty Daniels

mertsquirt@twc.com
Vice President, Karen Wigglesworth 

kwi88les@gmail.com
Capital Campaign, Chris LeGore 

egore@maine.edu, 589-4421
and Roger Lee, grogerlee@gmail.com
522-8007
Religious Exploration RE & YRUU
Danielle Bannister 505-5383

dre@uubelfast.org

LifeSpan Advisory
Jane Dopheide

janedopheide4@gmail.com
Music
Steve Weston saweston17@gmail.com

992-7472
Finances/Treasurer
Susan Coe susan.coe.13@gmail.com

691-5153
Sunday Services
Mandi Thomas 

mandirhubbard@yahoo.com
Membership
Teresa Piper teresapipe@gmail.com
Karen Wigglesworth

kwi88les@gmail.com
Fundraising
Kathy Muzzy 338-9672
Congregational Life
Cheryl Richardson

a_crinitaly@yahoo.com
Green Sanctuary
Joe Watts jwatts226@gmail.com
Caring Circle
Patty Smith fiddleheadisland@gmail.com

Safe Congregation
Tara Kennedy tekennedy@fairpoint.com
LGBTQ Welcoming Congregation
Patty Heath hthptty@gmail.com
Sound Coordinator
Cary Bradford hapcary@gmail.com
Hospitality

Nominating Committee
Anna Wood-Cox 

awood@drinkwaterschool.org
Endowment Committee
Rick Davis rdavis5468@roadrunner.com
Greeter Coordinator
Cheryl Richardson 

a_crinitaly@yahoo.com 
Communications

Website Content
content@uubelfast.org

Newsletter
Douglas M. Coffin 

douglas.coffin@lettercutter.com
To change address, tel. no., email, news -
 letter status, or to subscribe to the UUBB
or UUCC, email office@uubelfast.org.

Website contributions:
content@uubelfast.org

WHO’S WHO AND WHO TO CALL 

at fabulous prices!
Donations of all seasons of clothing
are being sought. Get a start on your
spring cleaning and de-cluttering,
gather up those clothing items you
no longer need, and let us help put

May Sunday Services
Services start at 10:00 AM at the East Belfast School. Please call 338-
4482 for more information.  Children, infants and new faces are always

welcome.  Please join us!

May 7 Rev. Deane Perkins  “In the beginning...”
May  14 Lindsey Piper, Jessica Falconer and Mandi
Thomas will join together to give a special Mother’s Day service, explor-
ing reproductive rights, the modern day mother, and this moment in
America for women.  The service will be followed by a special hospitali-
ty of tea and cookies.
May  21 TBA
May  28 Rev. Deane Perkins

them to good use in our community.
Pick up of items can be arranged.
Volunteers will be needed: Wed -
nesday 5/3 in the morning to help set
up tables and racks, Wednesday and
Thursday, May 3, 4 to help with sort-

ing and displaying clothing items,
and to staff the sale Friday and Sat -
ur day. Please contact Karen Wiggles -
worth at kwi88les@gmail.com for
more information or if you would
like to sign up to help.



Then stop by the First Church on
May 5 and 6 and pick up some new
threads for your spring wardrobe!

The Collaborative Ministry
Team has two events coming up:  
a film on May 25 and the other is a
book discussion on June 1.  

BOOK DISCUSSION:  “Hillbilly
Elegy” by J.D. Vance.
Thursday, June 1, 5:30-7:00 PM
Published in 2016 by Harper Press,
this work of non-fiction was a #1
New York Times bestseller.  Times
book critic David Brooks says,
“[Vance’s] description of the culture
he grew up in is essential reading for
this moment in history.”
The Economist states “You will not
read a more important book about
America this year”.
From the book jacket:
“Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and
personal analysis of a culture in cri-
sis—that of white working-class Am -
ericans. The decline of this group, a
demographic of our country that has
been slowly disintegrating over forty
years, has been reported on with
growing frequency and a larm, but
has never before been written about
as searingly from the in side. J. D.
Vance tells the true story of what a
social, regional, and class decline
feels like when you were born with it
hung around your neck.”
After our individual discussions,
participants from all three churches
will have the opportunity to share
their thoughts later in the evening
when we connect via videoconfer-
encing. The UUCB group will meet
at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
on Court Street in Belfast. 
For more information, please con-
tact Karen Wigglesworth at

kwi88les@gmail.com.
We hope you can join us for this
timely and important discussion.

FILM: “13th” Thursday, May 25
The Alamo Theater, Bucksport
Following the success of our Dec -
em ber screening of “Defying the
Nazis,” we bring you another power-
ful film, “13th.”
The title of Ava DuVernay’s
extraordinary and galvanizing docu-
mentary, released in Oct ober 2016,
refers to the 13th Amendment to the
Consti tu tion, which reads “Neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States.” 
The progression from that se cond
qualifying clause to the horrors of
mass criminalization and the sprawl-
ing American prison industry is laid
out by DuVernay with bracing lucidi-
ty. 
With a potent mixture of archival
footage and testimony from a daz-
zling array of activists, politicians,
historians, and formerly incarcerated
women and men, DuVernay creates a
work of grand historical synthesis.
The film is free, donations are
appreciated.
All are welcome, come early to
socialize in the lobby starting at 5:00
PM. Film begins at 6:00 and a mod-
erated discussion will follow.

An Amazing Night at the
Boathouse
by Kathy Muzzy
Like any successful event, the UU
auction was the result of the work of
many.  Numerous people solicited
items that ranged from gift certifi-
cates for restaurants to cord wood to

artistic birdhouses to dinners in
members homes to the six-day stay
on an African Game Preserve.  The
auctioneer, Stephen Brimley, and his
wonderful assistant, Becky Brimley,
provided encouragement for friendly
competition in the bidding as well as
a lot of humor with their quick wit.
The variety of refreshments, that
were supplied by another flock of
volunteers, was outstanding and
atmosphere reflected the warmth and
support of our community.  More
volunteers set up and decorated.
Organizing item books, bidding
numbers and bidding slips was done
by another volunteer.  It was through
this effort of many, we had an
evening of connecting through fun
and laughter, getting to know each
other better as well as raising
$7,591.91.   Congratulations to all of
us for this amazing night.

Collaborative Ministry Pro -
gram Intern Chosen for 2017-
2018
The UU churches of Belfast, Castine,
and Ellsworth will continue as col-
laborative teaching congregations in
the next church year. Amy Fiorilli, a
member of the Ellsworth church
since 2014, will serve as our next
three-church ministerial intern. She
will begin her position on September
1, 2017 and will complete her intern-
ship on June 15, 2018.  
Amy is a seminarian at Meadville-
Lombard Theological School. She
has completed two of four years of
seminary and is in candidate status
with the UUA. Our internship, super-
vised by Rev. Deane Perkins, will
serve a crucial role in her develop-
ment as a minister.  
Amy felt called to ministry within a
year after joining the UU Church of
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Ellsworth, but she had been examin-
ing spiritual issues since beginning
her training as a clinical social work-
er several years earlier. 
In next year’s internship, Amy’s pri-
mary placement will be in the
Belfast church, and her secondary
placement will be in Castine. Since
Ellsworth is her home church, she
will be limited in the ways that she
can serve it (as this year’s intern,
Lane Fisher, was restricted in
Belfast). “That will not diminish our
joy in assisting her on her journey to
the ministry,” said Internship
Committee chair and Ellsworth
board member Mary Haynes.  
The internship is funded by equal
contributions from the three churches
and a grant from the Unitarian
Universalist Association.

A Growing Year: The Colla -
bor ative Ministry Internship
April was a month rich in collegial
relations, a treasure for which I had
little appreciation three years ago
and realize now is essential. April 5-
7 I was blessed to join the northern
New England members of the UU
Ministers Association (UUMA) at
their spring retreat at Biddeford
Pool, and I write this on the eve of
Regional Assembly, where I’ll see
many of them again.
I suspect many in our churches
don’t grasp why strong collegial re -
lations among ministers are in every
congregation’s best interest. I cer-

tainly didn’t before I started semi-
nary. 
When I read and agreed to uphold
the UUMA Covenant and Code of
Conduct, I understood for the first
time that many of Rev. Deane’s
choices and former Interim Minister
Mary Wellemeyer’s admonishments
were rooted in these UUMA agree-
ments. UU ministers have a formal
set of rules and guidelines that call
us to support one another; they also
make clergy misconduct less likely
to happen and more likely to be
called out, decrease the possibility
that we will injure one another’s
ministries, and create clear processes
for navigating tricky passages or re -
storing right relations, as necessary.
The wisdom in maintaining open
and honest dialogues with colleagues
was sharply underscored on March
30, when the Rev. Ron Robinson, a
well-known UU minister in Okla ho -
ma, was arrested and confessed to
offenses involving child pornogra-
phy. Although the report gave no
reason to suspect that children in his
congregation were abused, it was a
sickening reminder that misconduct
can and does happen within our
ranks.
It is less likely to happen if we have
warm and authentic relationships
with ministers we feel welcome to
call when we need another perspec-
tive or simply need to vent frustra-
tions. 
We minister to one another. If,
instead, we tap members of our con-

gregations to help us as we try to
help them, it blurs boundaries. At a
minimum, this can damage congre-
gational dynamics, but it also can
open paths to ministerial misconduct.
Strong collegial relations are an
insurance policy for ministers and
their flocks.
So it fed my soul and the integrity
of my forming ministry to join with
seasoned colleagues at Biddeford
Pool, just as meeting in other months
with our northern Maine ministers
has been a deepening practice. With
a sense of blessing and respect for
the covenant among ministers, I’ll
fill a small role in the April 30 instal-
lation service for the Rev. Drew
Moeller—who came to the UU
Society of Bangor in part because of
our area’s active network of UU
ministers, in contrast to a state where
another church would have wel-
comed him as a candidate. 
Did I mention that this network
benefits all of us? I am grateful to
have joined it.
With blessings and love,
Lane
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CongoLife has a Cinco de
Mayo fiesta planned for
Friday, May 5, from 6;00-8:00
PM.  The event will be held at
Co-Housing’s Common House.
Ole!
Cheryl Richardson
207.342.4649 Home
207.213.7334 Cell


